
Membership Subscriptions for 2013/14  

Membership renewal forms, for April 2013 to March 2014, will be sent out during 

March.  Members are reminded that subscriptions are due on 1st April 2013, and 

must be paid in full to the Membership Secretary within 28 days of that date.   All 

cheques should be payable to The Birmingham Society of Botanical Artists (BSBA).  

No reminders will be sent and membership will lapse after the 28 day period, losing 

the right to apply for a place on any workshops, enter exhibitions organised by the 

society, or to vote at the AGM.   

Jacqui Davies - Membership Secretary BSBA 
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Issue 19 

Message from the Chair. 

Welcome to, perhaps, the last paper edition of Flower Press.  
The Society website is currently being redeveloped to allow 
for more content.  It is anticipated that Flower Press will only 
be published online in the near future. 

As you are all aware, Jeni Neale stepped down as Editor of 
Flower Press last year and Roy Davies has kindly agreed to 
take over.  I am sure you will all join me in thanking Jeni for 
her sterling work on past editions of Flower Press and 
welcoming and thanking Roy for taking on this task. 

Flower Press exists to circulate news and information to 
members of the Society, but can only continue if we all take 
the time to submit content for inclusion.  This could be a 
review of a botanical art book, or exhibition you have visited, 
a short article about the trials of trying to portray a particular 
plant or a review of a garden you have visited.  Really anything 
relating to botanical art will do  –  plants, paper, paints, pencils 
etc  -  just e-mail it to Roy at roysdavies@hotmail.co.uk  and it 
will be considered for publication. 

Julia Blower - Chair BSBA 
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“From A Monastic Herbal’From A Monastic Herbal’From A Monastic Herbal’From A Monastic Herbal’”  

The exhibition at Worcester Cathedral on the 7th to 28th August 2012 

was an unqualified success.  Well done everyone. 

The 54 exhibits were enthusiastically received by the visitors to the 

exhibition.  Entries in the ‘comments’ area were very complimentary, and 

some artists were delighted to make a sale!  

Following this success, the committee decided to use a selection of the 

work shown at Worcester to form the society’s Spring exhibition at 

Winterbourne Botanic garden, taking place in February and March 2013. 

    

 

Worcester Cathedral Exhibition - Report 

 

Winterbourne Spring 2013 Exhibition 

Illustrated Herbs Illustrated Herbs Illustrated Herbs Illustrated Herbs ----    “From A Monastic Herbal’From A Monastic Herbal’From A Monastic Herbal’From A Monastic Herbal’”  

22nd February to 18th March 2013 at the Coach House Gallery,  

Winterbourne Botanic Garden. 

For thousands of years man depended upon the flowers, barks and the 
roots of plants to cure fevers, induce sleep and to dull pain.  
 
In this exhibition the Society has taken the opportunity to remind 
themselves of the scientific importance of plants both in medieval 
times and to our modern lives. Plants selected from the mid 17th 
century Culpeper’s Complete Herbal are portrayed combining both 
science and beauty. 
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 "Illustrated Herbs"  
An Exhibition of  25 paintings of plants from Culpepers Herbal  

with Ancient and Modern Uses   

Plant Name Latin Name Artist Medium 

Periwinkle Vinca major Alison Toach Coloured Pencil 

Bryony Bryonia dioica Angela Bonning Watercolour 

Bay Laurus nobilis Annabel Barrett Watercolour 

Hedge Bindweed Calystegia sepium Audrey Richards Graphite 

Sloe Prunus spinosa Audrey Richards Watercolour 

Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria Bridget Rochford Watercolour & Graphite 

Dodder Cuscuta europaea Candy Henderson Graphite 

Gooseberry Ribes uva-crispa Daphne Thompson Watercolour 

Foxglove Digitalis purpurea Diane Taylor Watercolour 

Agaric Amanita muscaria Jacqui Whitworth Watercolour 

Fennel Foeniculum vulgare Jacqui Whitworth Pen & Ink 

Quince Cydonia oblonga Jane Edwards Watercolour 

Lily of the Valley Convallaria majalis Jane Wilkes Coloured Pencil 

Broad Beans Vicia faba Jeni Neale Watercolour & Gouache 

Pear Pyrus sativa Jennifer Leeming Watercolour 

Bugle Ajuga reptans Jenny Major Watercolour 

Valerian Polemonium caeruleum Jo Lloyd Watercolour 

Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus Lynda Harrison Coloured Pencil 

Colts Foot Tussilago farfara Lynda Harrison Coloured Pencil 

Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea Lynda Harrison Coloured Pencil 

Lungwort Pulmonaria Officinalis Yvonne B Gemmell Graphite 

Flag (Yellow) Iris pseudacorus Sandy Gough Coloured Pencil 

Blackberry Rubus fruticosus Sheila Smith Watercolour 

Pomegranate Punica granatum Sue Wilson Watercolour 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna Wendy Morris Watercolour 



RBGE Diploma  
Botanical Illustration  
New blended-learning option  
begins June 2013  
Develop your botanical illustration skills to the highest levels. This unique ‘blended-
learning’ course combines the immersive environment of one of the world’s best 
botanic gardens with the convenience of online learning. 

Taught over 3 years, the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh Diploma in Botanical Illustra-

tion (RBGE DipBI) includes residential and distance elements that ensure you:  

Enhance your drawing and painting skills and techniques  

Develop new skills in traditional and specialist areas of botanical illustration  

Foster a fascination with plants, and appreciation of botanic gardens  

Produce a portfolio of botanical work that is both diverse and focussed  

Projects throughout the course lead to a complete, themed collection of pieces.  

Course Structure  

The first part of the course (studied over two years) consists of ten taught units that cover 

practical and theory, as well as background topics such as botany and history.  

Year three of the course allows you to explore your own thematic collection of five pieces 

for exhibition display.  

During the course you will visit RBGE for three week-long sessions. Through these you 

can immerse yourself in this amazing botanic garden, pick up skills, and meet fellow stu-

dents during a stimulating series of taught classes.  

There will also be plenty of time to explore the beautiful and historic city of Edinburgh.  

Each unit is supported by PropaGate, RBGE’s online learning environment, where you 

have access to all the learning resources to guide you through the skills you require and 

help you to develop your portfolio in your own time at home.  

Our expert tutors are available throughout your studies to guide you through your learning 

via online assessment feedback and tutorials.  

 

Suzanne Harris 

RBGE Education Projects Officer 

Tel: 0131 248 1039 

*Please note I am in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
 

To find out more, please download the course handbook and application form 

at:  

www.rbge.ac.uk/dipbi  

Education Department  

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh  

20A Inverleith Row, Edinburgh EH3 5LR  

Tel 0131 248 2937  

Email education@rbge.org.uk  

Website www.rbge.ac.uk/education  
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I have recently brought two new books which I would like to share with you as I found them 

excellent and very informative. 

 

DRAWING MASTER CLASS FLOWERS by Margaret Eggleton   

priced at   £8-96. 

This book is a very practical guide with easy to follow stages giving advice on 

looking at the flower-not the paper while drawing, as well as shading, petal, 

shapes, leaves, stems, and more. It gives a step by step on how to draw a 

selection of popular flowers including lilies, sunflowers, tulips, and clematis. 

A good book for beginners and the more advanced painters or anyone who 

likes doing graphite pencil work. 

 

 

BOTANICIAL ILLUSTRATION THE 

FIRST TEN LESSONS by VALERIE PRICE priced at £16-14. 

I found this book fantastic. It shows how to do leaves from the very first 

wash to the finished leaf in ten easy to follow lessons which I thought was 

excellent. The book also shows how to do dry brush work, pen and ink, 

and pencil studies, foliage, leaves, berries, and composition. A  good book 

for beginners and anyone who is struggling like me. A VERY INSPIRING 

BOOK. 

 

BOTH BOOKS CAME FROM www.amazon.co.uk 

Book Review - by Audrey Richards 

Coloured Pencil Workshop by Jane Wilkes and Jo Lloyd  

This was one of the best attended workshops we have had at Winterbourne for quite a long time, 
which reflects the number of members interested in this topic. 

Jane gave us the benefit of her five years of experience on Ann Swan’s Workshops and guided us 
through starting coloured pencil work from how to hold the pencils, how to sharpen the pencils, and 
the best paper to use.  Jane demonstrated the technique and then kept a watchful eye on how we all 
followed her instructions, praising and berating in equal measure. 

At the end of the workshop we all left feeling that we had learned some very useful techniques, and 
that we had a firm foundation to build on. 

All in all an excellent workshop, and congratulations to both Jane and Jo for managing 24 aspiring 
coloured pencil artists so expertly. 

Coloured Pencils Workshop - 10th February 2013 

Review by Jackie Tomnie 
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Gardening Shows 2013 ----    Information provided by Jeni NealeInformation provided by Jeni NealeInformation provided by Jeni NealeInformation provided by Jeni Neale    

The Edible Garden Show - Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 

Friday March 15th - Sunday 17th 

Open daily from 9.30am - 4.30pm  

National event dedicated to growing your own fruit, vegetables and home produce. See celeb-

rity gardeners: James Wong, Alys Fowler and Bob Flowerdew.  

 

Malvern Spring Gardening Show - Three Counties Showground 

Thursday 9th - Sunday 12th May  (+  Botanical Art?) 

 

RHS Chelsea Flower Show - Royal Hospital, Chelsea 
Tuesday 21st  -Saturday 25th May 

 

BBC Gardener’s World Live  - NEC Birmingham 
Wednesday 12th - Sunday 16th June  (No Botanical Art) 

 

RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show - Hampton Court Palace 
Tuesday 9th - Sunday 14th July 

Message from The Editor 

Hello, my name is Roy Davies and I have been involved with the 

society, as an Honorary Member, for a number of years.   

I have recently agreed to take over from Jeni Neale as the  editor 

of Flower Press, a hard act to follow as Jeni has done such a great 

job producing FP for the last ten years.   

I will also be acting as the link between the society and Orcadia, 

the developers of the society’s website, who are currently re-developing the website 

and incorporating some exciting changes. Following the introduction of these 

changes, hopefully within the next month or so, I will be managing the day-to-day 

editing of the website, including future issues of Flower Press, published on the 

website.  A hard copy will still be available for those without internet access. 

If any member has an item that they would like me to include in the next edition of 

Flower Press in the Autumn, please send it to me at roysdavies@hotmail.co.uk. The 

preferred format for text is Microsoft Word, and any images in jpeg format please. 

Constructive criticism is always welcomed,   Roy 
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Botanical Art Exhibitions and Events 

Information provided by Jeni NealeInformation provided by Jeni NealeInformation provided by Jeni NealeInformation provided by Jeni Neale    

RHS Botanical Art Show & 

Orchid Festival - Lawrence 

Hall, Westminster, London. 

Friday 12th April—Saturday 13th April 

Over 20 botanical artists from all over the 

world. Each artist must show a minimum 

of 8 paintings to be considered for a 

prestigious RHS medal. 

 

Kew-Shir ley Sherwood 

Gallery  

-  Portraits of Leaves & Fungi 

& Paintings from the Shirley 

Sherwood Collection 
 Until 8th April  

Two, linked exhibitions featuring paintings 

of leaves from a variety of artists including 

Margaret Mee, Paul Jones and Bridgid 

Edwards; together with paintings of fungi, 

predominantly painted by Alexander 

Viamensky. 

Rory McEwan’s Legacy 
From April 13th  

Paintings from the Shirley Sherwood 

collection showing how McEwan inspired 

many contemporary artists. 

The Colours of Reality—Rory 

McEwan 

11th May—22nd September 

A rare chance to see the botanical work 

and other creative talents of Rory 

McEwen loaned from his family and 

private collections.  

Botanical Art Shows 2013Botanical Art Shows 2013Botanical Art Shows 2013Botanical Art Shows 2013    The Language of Flowers—

SBA - Westminster Central 

Hall 

Friday 12th April - Sunday 21st April 

Open daily from 11am—5pm including 

Sundays.  Free Admission 

What’s in a name? Well, plenty, according 

to the Victorians who took great delight in 

giving meanings to individual flowers so 

that they could send coded messages which 

otherwise could not be spoken. The 

language of flowers is known as 

floriography and there is an abundance of 

flora to which the Victorians attached 

meanings, signifying passionate love, 

sympathy, hope and even revenge. Ardent 

researchers may even find meanings which 

should remain hidden for propriety’s sake! 

A different interpretation of the language 

of flowers might be portrayal of plants 

with unusual Latin, common or nicknames, 

or even those cultivar names which also 

convey meaning. 

 

The RHS Botanical Art Show and the SBA 

Exhibition are on at the same time this 

year—a very rare occasion. 

An excellent opportunity to see both 

exhibitions in one day, if you can muster 

the energy! 

 

World of Colour - Cumberland 

Pencil Museum, Keswick 

 Uk Coloured Pencil Society annual 

exhibition. 

April 2013 (final dates to be announced) 



 

The Autumn issue of Flower Press will 

be out in October 2013. 

 

It is hoped that this will be the first 

issue of Flower Press to be available on 

the website.  Members who have not 

registered an e-mail address will 

receive a hard copy by post. 

 

Please send details of any articles, 

news, or reviews to Roy Davies at 

roysdavies@hotmail.co.uk 

 

BSBA Programme & Events  

2013 

 

10 February  Jane/Jo - Introduction to 
 Coloured Pencils 

10 March  Bridget Rochford, Daffodils 

14 April  Billy Showell, Tulips in  
  Watercolour 

12 May  AGM 

  9 June  Summer Flowers 

14 July  Susan Hillier, Watercolour 

11 August No meeting 

  8 September Jeni Neale, Watercolour 

13 October  Ann Swan, Coloured  
  Pencils 

10 November  Christmas card workshop 

  8 December Paint a postcard   
  Competition 

See us on the web! 

www.birmingham-botanical-artists.org.uk 
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Flower Press  

And website 

Julia Blower 

 

Sue Wilson 

Tel. 01527 550535  

suewilson47@talktalk.net 

 

Jacqui Davies 

Tel: 0121 501 2285 

jacqui1944@talktalk.net 
 

Jackie Tomnie +                         

Audrey Richards 

 

Jane Wilkes 

Tel: 01564 200947 

jw012e4614@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Roy Davies 

Tel. 0121 501 2285 

roysdavies@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Meetings are usually held on the  

Second Sunday of the month  

from 10.30 am - 4.00 pm  

at the Botanical Centre 

 at    

 Winterbourne Botanic Garden, 58 Edgbaston Park 

Road, Birmingham, B15 2RT. 

Please note that as arrangements are made several 

months in advance the programme may be subject to 

change, in which case the committee will endeavour to 

provide an enjoyable day.  

Please don't forget to bring along your art materials 

to each meeting just in case. 

 


